
ÅËÜÄÎÐÀÄÎ

Ùå â þí³ äí³
Â ÿñí³é áðîí³

Â³äâàæíèé âåðøíèê ðàäî
Ó ñïåêó é ñí³ã
Øóêàâ äîð³ã

Â êðà¿íó Åëüäîðàäî.

²äóòü ë³òà,
² ã³ðêîòà

Áåðå íàä ñåðöåì âëàäó, —
Ïðîéìà â³ä÷àé,
Î, äå æ òîé êðàé —

Ùàñëèâå Åëüäîðàäî?

Îñü Â³÷íà Ò³íü
Íà ìåðòâó ð³íü,

Íà êðàé äîðîãè ïàäà.
¯¿ ïèòà, —
“Äå æ çîëîòà

Êðà¿íà Åëüäîðàäî?”

“Ïðîéäè Äîëèíàìè ²ìëè,
Íà ÷îðí³ ã³ð ãðîìàäè

Çä³éìèñÿ òè,
Ùîáè çíàéòè
Êðà¿íó Åëüäîðàäî”.

    Ïåðåêëàä À. Îíèøêà





ÀÌÅÐÈÊÀÍÑÜÊÈÉ ÊËÀÑÈÊ
ÒÀ ÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÑÜÊ² ÏÅÐÅÊËÀÄÀ×²

Ñâîãî ÷àñó â³äáóëàñÿ ïîâ÷àëüíà ïåðåêëàäîçíàâ÷à ïîëåì³êà.
Ó ïåðåäìîâ³ äî “Äðóãîãî â³äëóííÿ” Ãðèãîð³ÿ Êî÷óðà (1991 ð.)
÷è íå íàéâäóìëèâ³øèé íàø ïåðåêëàäîçíàâåöü Ìàðèíà Íîâèêîâà
ïðèä³ëèëà äåê³ëüêà ïàñàæ³â ïåðåêëàäîâ³ “Êðóêà” Åä´àðà Àëëàíà Ïî:
“Êðóê” ïîêàçóº íàì, ùî ìîæå é ÷îãî íå ìîæå ïðîôåñ³éíî áåçäî-
ãàííèé ïåðåêëàäà÷, ìàþ÷è ñïðàâó ç àâòîðîì, ÿêîìó â³í íå â³ðèòü.
Ìîæå âèïëåñòè òàêèé ñàìèé âèòîí÷åíèé â³çåðóíîê ðèì, çàêîëèñàòè
â³ðø òàêèìè æ ïîâòîðàìè ³ ïàðàëåë³çìàìè. Ìîæå â³äøóêàòè ìàéæå
íåìîæëèâèé åêâ³âàëåíò çëîâ³ñíîìó êðèêîâ³ Êðóêà: “Nevermore” —
“He âåðíóòü”, òà íå ìîæå íàéãîëîâí³øîãî: ïîâ³ðèòè ñàìîìó é ïåðå-
êîíàòè ÷èòà÷à â ñåðéîçíîñò³ òîãî, ùî â³äáóâàºòüñÿ. Òîíêà ñèìó-
ëÿö³ÿ òðàã³çìó â ïåðøîòâîð³ âèêëèêàº â Êî÷óðà íå ìåíø òîíêó
ñèìóëÿö³þ ñï³âïåðåæèâàííÿ, à â³äòàê — ³ ñèìóëÿö³þ ñòèëþ...

Â Åä´àðà Ïî ñòèëåì êåðóº íå çðîçóì³ëå é âèçíà÷åíå, à ïëèííå
é íåâëîâèìå. Êîæíà êî÷óð³âñüêà ïîäðîáèöÿ â³äïîâ³äàº îðèã³íàëó.
Òà ³íôîðìàö³éíà âàðò³ñòü öèõ äåòàëåé äëÿ Ïî, çâè÷àéíî, í³÷îãî íå
âàæèòü. Òàê: ãðóäåíü, í³÷, ãðà ñâ³òëîò³í³, êíèãà, Ëåíîðà — öå ëèøå
êîíòóðè ïîä³é. Ïîä³ÿ æ — ïåðåä÷óòòÿ ³ âò³ëåííÿ æàõó, “âèä³ííÿ
ãðîáîâîãî”.

Æàõ íåìîæëèâî îïèñàòè, éîãî òðåáà íàâ³ÿòè. Òîìó òóò âàæëèâ³
íå òàê ñëîâà, ÿê ðèòì — çàêîëèñóþ÷èé, çàîêðóãëåíèé, áåçâèõ³ä-
íèé: ïåð³îä âì³ùåíî â ìàã³÷í³ êîëà ðèì, à ðîçâèòîê äóìêè ïî-
ñïðàâæíüîìó òàê ³ íå â³äáóâàºòüñÿ. Çàòå ïåðøîðÿäíîãî çíà÷åííÿ
íàáóâàº íåçâè÷àéí³ñòü ìîâè. Çâóê êåðóº çì³ñòîì”.

Ñàì Ãðèãîð³é Ïîðôèðîâè÷ ó â³äïîâ³ä³ íà àíêåòó çá³ðíèêà “Òåîð³ÿ
³ ïðàêòèêà ïåðåêëàäó” (÷. 18, 1992) ç³çíàâñÿ: “ß ìàþ íàëåæíó ïî-
øàíó äî éîãî (Ïî. — Ì. Ñ.) ïðîñëàâëåíîãî “Êðóêà”, ïðîòå íå
íàëåæó äî íàäòî çàïàëüíèõ éîãî ïî÷èòóâà÷³â — íàäòî öå ðàö³îíàë³-
çîâàíèé òâ³ð, ó íüîìó º ÷èìàëî òåàòðàëüíîñò³. ... Îòæå, ÿ ïåðåêëàâ
“Êðóêà” ç ì³ðêóâàíü ïðåñòèæó,— öå æ òàêè ãàíüáà, ùî â óêðà¿í-
ñüê³é ë³òåðàòóð³ º ò³ëüêè îäèí ïåðåêëàä, òà ³ òîé çàñòàð³ëèé. (Òîä³,
êîëè Ãð. Êî÷óð ïåðåêëàâ 1949 ðîêó â ³íòèíñüêîìó òàáîð³ “Êðóêà”
Åä´àðà Ïî, â³í çíàâ ïðî ³ñíóâàííÿ ò³ëüêè äàâíüîãî ïåðåêëàäó Ï. Ãðà-
áîâñüêîãî. — Ì. Ñ.) Àëå ³ñíóº îäíà ñòàòòÿ, â ÿê³é äîñë³äíèöÿ,
â³ääàâøè íàëåæíå òî÷íîñò³ ìîãî ïåðåêëàäó, çàóâàæóº, øî çðîáëåíèé
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â³í áåç çàõîïëåííÿ, íàäòî õîëîäíîêðîâíî. Òî ÿ ðîáëþ òåïåð çäîãà-
äè — ÷è íàïèñàëà á òàê äîñë³äíèöÿ, ÿêáè ÿ ñàì íå ðîçïîâ³â ¿é ïðî
ñâîº ñòàâëåííÿ äî îðèã³íàëó é ïðî ìîòèâè, ùî ñïîíóêàëè ìåíå
âçÿòèñÿ çà öåé ïåðåêëàä”.

Íàâîäæó öþ ïîëåì³êó äëÿ òîãî, àáè ÷èòà÷ ³ùå ðàç ïåðåñâ³ä÷èâ-
ñÿ — íàñê³ëüêè ñêëàäíî ïåðåêëàäàòè çíàìåíèòîãî àâòîðà “Êðóêà”.
Ïåðåêëàä ìîæå áóòè áåçäîãàííèì ç ôîðìàëüíîãî ïîãëÿäó —
à, ïðîòå, éîìó ÷îãîñü òà é áðàêóâàòèìå. ², õî÷à öå òîé ð³äê³ñíèé
âèïàäîê, êîëè ÿ íå ìîæó ïîãîäèòèñÿ ç îö³íêîþ øàíîâíî¿ Ìàðèíè
Îëåêñ³¿âíè Íîâèêîâî¿ (“Êðóêîâ³” Êî÷óðà ïîâíîþ ì³ðîþ âëàñòèâà
òà íåçâè÷àéí³ñòü ìîâè é ìàã³÷íèé ðèòì, óì³ùåíèé ó çàêîëèñóâàëüí³
êîëà ðèì),— à, ïðîòå, ãîëîâí³ âèìîãè, ïîñòàâëåí³ íåþ äî ïåðåêëà-
äà÷³â Åä´àðà Àëëàíà Ïî, áåçóìîâíî, ñëóøí³.

Íàâðÿä ÷è º ñåíñ äîêëàäíî ïåðåêàçóâàòè òóò á³îãðàô³þ ñëàâåò-
íîãî àìåðèêàíñüêîãî ïîåòà — íà öþ òåìó ³ñíóº âåëè÷åçíà ê³ëüê³ñòü
ë³òåðàòóðè. (Çãàäàþ ëèøå ìîíîãðàô³þ Þ. Êîâàëüîâà “Ýäãàð Àëëàí
Ïî”,— Ëåíèíãðàä, “Õóäîæåñòâåííàÿ ëèòåðàòóðà”, 1984, — äå ïîäàíî
äîâîë³ äîêëàäíèé îãëÿä áàãàòüîõ çàõ³äíèõ äæåðåë.)

Åä´àð Ïî íàðîäèâñÿ 19 ñ³÷íÿ 1809 ðîêó â Áîñòîí³, øòàò Ìàñ-
ñà÷óñåòñ. Éîãî ä³ä Äåâ³ä Ïî áóâ ãåíåðàëîì ï³ä ÷àñ â³éíè çà âèçâî-
ëåííÿ ï³âí³÷íîàìåðèêàíñüêèõ êîëîí³é ç-ï³ä âëàäè Àíãë³¿. Ïðîòå
áàòüêè ïîåòà ñòîÿëè íà çíà÷íî íèæ÷îìó, çà òîä³øí³ìè ì³ðêàìè,
ñóñï³ëüíîìó ùàáë³ — âîíè áóëè ìàíäð³âíèìè àêòîðàìè, à äî âñüîãî
ðàíî ïîìåðëè, ëèøèâøè ìàëåíüêîãî Åä´àðà ñèðîòîþ.

Õëîï÷èêà âñèíîâèâ áåçä³òíèé ì³ñòåð Àëëàí, áàãàòèé òîðãîâåöü
òþòþíîì ç Ð³÷ìîíäà. Ç 1815-ãî ïî 1820 pp. Àëëàí æèâ â Àíãë³¿,
³, íàïåâíî, ñàìå òóò ìîãëè çàïàñòè â éîãî äóøó ïåðø³ íîòêè ïîõìó-
ðî¿ “ãîòè÷íîñò³”, òàê³ â³äì³íí³ â³ä òîíàëüíîñò³ ïðàãìàòè÷íèõ ï³ñåíü
ìîëîäî¿ Àìåðèêè.

Ï³ñëÿ ïîâåðíåííÿ äî Øòàò³â ³ çàê³í÷åííÿ ð³÷ìîíäñüêî¿ øêî-
ëè ìàéáóòí³é ïîåò âñòóïèâ äî Óí³âåðñèòåòó Â³ðäæèí³¿. Òóò â³í
ïîºäíóâàâ áåçäîãàííå çíàííÿ ëàòèíè ç³ çâè÷êîþ íå ñïëà÷óâàòè
êàðòÿðñüê³ áîðãè,— â³äòàê â³ò÷èì çìóøåíèé áóâ çàáðàòè éîãî
äîäîìó.

Íà 1827 ð³ê ïðèïàäàº ë³òåðàòóðíèé äåáþò Ïî. Ïðîòå, âèäàíà
íàêëàäîì ó ñîðîê ïðèì³ðíèê³â êíèæå÷êà “Òàìåðëàí òà ³íø³ â³ðø³”
ìàº ñüîãîäí³ ñëàâó íàñàìïåðåä á³áë³îãðàô³÷íîãî ðàðèòåòó. Ó 1829–
1931 ðîêàõ ïîåò íàâ÷àºòüñÿ â åë³òàðí³é â³éñüêîâ³é àêàäåì³¿ Âåñò
Ïîéíò, êóäè â³í âñòóïèâ çà íàïîëÿãàííÿì ì³ñòåðà Àëëàíà. Åä´àð
óñï³øíî âèâ÷àâ òî÷í³ äèñöèïë³íè, íàñàìïåðåä ìàòåìàòèêó —
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à, ïðîòå, íàñò³ëüêè íåäáàëî ñòàâèâñÿ äî â³éñüêîâî¿ ìóøòðè, ùî
äóæå øâèäêî éîãî áóëî â³äðàõîâàíî.

Â³äòîä³ ïîåò ïðîâàäèâ æèòòÿ òèïîâîãî ïðåäñòàâíèêà áîãåìè.
Öå äóæå øâèäêî ïðèçâåëî äî ðîçðèâó ç ì³ñòåðîì Àëëàíîì — ³ äî âòðà-
òè ò³º¿ ìàòåð³àëüíî¿ ï³äòðèìêè, øî íà íå¿ Ïî ì³ã ðîçðàõîâóâàòè. Äî-
âîäèòüñÿ æèòè ç íåñòàëèõ ë³òåðàòóðíèõ òà ðåäàêòîðñüêèõ ãîíîðàð³â.

Ðåàëüíà ïîåòîâà á³îãðàô³ÿ îáðîñëà ùå çà éîãî æèòòÿ ÷èñëåííè-
ìè ëåãåíäàìè — â³ä ì³ô³÷íî¿ ïî¿çäêè äî Ðîñ³¿ äî íåïðîáóäíèõ çàïî-
¿â òà íåðâîâèõ çðèâ³â (öÿ îáñòàâèíà ìàëà, î÷åâèäíî, ðåàëüíå á³î-
ãðàô³÷íå ï³ä´ðóíòÿ, õî÷ ³ áóëà ñèëüíî ïåðåá³ëüøåíà ìàéáóòí³ìè
á³îãðàôàìè-íåäîáðîçè÷ëèâöÿìè). À ÿêèé âäÿ÷íèé ´ðóíò äëÿ ëåãåíä
äàëè çàðó÷èíè é îäðóæåííÿ ç êóçèíîþ Â³ðäæ³í³ºþ (â äåíü âåñ³ëëÿ
1836 ðîêó ¿é âèïîâíèëîñÿ ëèøå ï’ÿòíàäöÿòü)!

×è íå ºäèíîþ äîñòåìåííî â³äîìîþ á³îãðàô³ºþ ïèñüìåííèêà
º á³îãðàô³ÿ éîãî òâîð³â. Ó 1833 ðîö³ â³í äåáþòóº ÿê ïðîçà¿ê
(“Ìàíóñêðèïò, çíàéäåíèé ó ïëÿøö³”). Ïîâíà çá³ðêà íîâåë Ïî ì³ñ-
òèòü ³ ïàìôëåòè (ÿê îò íàïèñàíå 1849 ðîêó îïîâ³äàííÿ “Ä³ëîâà
ëþäèíà”), ³ ïåâí³ ïðîîáðàçè ìîäíèõ ñüîãîäí³ “ãîðîð” òà “ôåíòåç³”
(“Ïàä³ííÿ äîìó Àøåð³â” — äå â äàâíüîìó, ïîõìóðîìó çàìêîâ³ ï³ä
÷àñ ñòðàøíî¿ áóð³ óìèðàº â³ä ñòðàõó, ïîáà÷èâøè ñåñòðó, ùî ï³äâå-
ëàñÿ ç äîìîâèíè ó êðèâàâîìó ñàâàí³, îñòàíí³é íàùàäîê ðîäó Àøå-
ð³â Ðîäåð³ê), ³ íàâ³òü íàóêîâó ôàíòàñòèêó. Ïðèãîäíèöüêèé “Çî-
ëîòèé æóê” ïåðåäóâàâ áàãàòüîì ï³çí³øèì ñþæåòàì Ñò³âåíñîíà,
à ÿê ìàéñòåð äåòåêòèâó Åä´àð Àëëàí Ïî ê³ëüêîìà âïðàâíèìè
øòðèõàìè äàâ ïðàêòè÷íî âñå òå, ùî çãîäîì Êîíàí Äîéë ðîçâèíóâ
ó çíàìåíèòèõ îïîâ³äàííÿõ ïðî Øåðëîêà Õîëìñà, à ×åñòåðòîí —
â ³ñòîð³ÿõ ïðî ïàòåðà Áðàóíà.

Ïîåòè÷íà ñïàäùèíà Ïî (íàãàäóºìî — ñâîþ òâîð÷³ñòü â³í ïî-
÷èíàâ ç â³ðø³â) äîâîë³ íåçíà÷íà çà îáñÿãîì, ¿¿ âèñòà÷èòü íà îäíó
íåâåëè÷êó êíèæêó. À ïðîòå âæå ï³âòîðà ñòîë³òòÿ âîíà âàáèòü äî
ñåáå ÷èòà÷³â òàºìíè÷îþ íåç’ÿñîâàí³ñòþ. Êð³ì òîãî, Ïî íàëåæàòü
äåê³ëüêà, áåç ïåðåá³ëüøåííÿ, õðåñòîìàò³éíèõ â³ðø³â (“Êðóê”, “Àí-
íàáåëü Ë³”, “Åëüäîðàäî”, “Äçâîíè”), áåç ÿêèõ ãîä³ óÿâèòè ñîá³
àíòîëîã³þ àìåðèêàíñüêî¿ ïîåç³¿.

Ïîåòîâå æèòòÿ áóëî äóæå êîðîòêèì. Îïëàêàâøè 1847 ðîêó ïîìåð-
ëó çîâñ³ì þíîþ Â³ðäæ³í³þ, Åä´àð ñàì óìèðàº â³ä çàïàëåííÿ ìîçêó
8 æîâòíÿ 1849 ðîêó íà øïèòàëüí³é êîéö³ â Áàëòèìîð³. Ïðîòå éîãî
ïðîçà é â³ðø³ æèâóòü äîñ³, ïðèâåðòàþ÷è ùîðàçó á³ëüøó óâàãó
äîñë³äíèê³â, ÿê³ íàìàãàþòüñÿ çíàéòè â íèõ ïî÷àòêè ÷è íå âñ³õ
ïîäàëüøèõ ë³òåðàòóðíèõ òå÷³é ³ íàïðÿìê³â.
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Óêðà¿íñüêîþ ìîâîþ Ïî ÷è íå ïåðøèì âçÿâñÿ ïåðåêëàäàòè
Ïàâëî Ãðàáîâñüêèé (î÷åâèäíî, íå áåç âïëèâó “ìîäè íà Ïî” â ñåðå-
äîâèù³ òîä³øí³õ ðîñ³éñüêèõ äåêàäåíò³â). Ïðîòå, ö³ çðîáëåí³ íå
ç îðèã³íàëó ïåðåñï³âè ìàþòü ñüîãîäí³ çäåá³ëüøîãî ³ñòîðè÷íå çíà-
÷åííÿ. Ãðèãîð³þ Êî÷óðó, êð³ì â³ðòóîçíîãî “Êðóêà”, íàëåæèòü ùå
îäèí ïåðåêëàä ç Ïî, ÿêèì â³í íå áóâ äî ê³íöÿ çàäîâîëåíèé. Ñïðàâà
â òîìó, ùî â³ðø “Åëüäîðàäî” áóâ ïåðåêëàäåíèé äëÿ âèäàâíèöòâà
“Ìóçè÷íà Óêðà¿íà” ÿê òåêñò ðîìàíñó, íàïèñàíîãî íà ñëîâà ðî-
ñ³éñüêîãî ïåðåêëàäó Áàëüìîíòà (äàëåêîãî â³ä íåîáõ³äíî¿ åêâ³ðèòì³êè).
Òîæ óêðà¿íñüêèé ïåðåêëàäà÷ ìóñèâ ó öüîìó âèïàäêó â³äòâîðþâàòè
ìåëîäèêó íå àíãë³éñüêîãî îðèã³íàëó, à ðîñ³éñüêîãî ïåðåêëàäó (ïðî
ùî â³í íåð³äêî îïîâ³äàâ ëåäü âèáà÷ëèâèì òîíîì).

Êð³ì Ãðèãîð³ÿ Êî÷óðà, “Êðóêà” óêðà¿íñüêîþ ïåðåêëàäàëè òà-
êîæ Ñâ. Ãîðäèíñüêèé òà À. Îíèøêî. Ñàì Ãðèãîð³é Ïîðôèðîâè÷
ìð³ÿâ ç³áðàòè êîëèñü óñ³ óêðà¿íñüê³ ïåðåêëàäè öüîãî â³ðøà é âèäàòè
¿õ îäí³ºþ êíèæêîþ, ÿê öå çðîáèëè, ñêàæ³ìî, ÷åõè.

Ìàêñèì Ñòð³õà

       ÀÌÅÐÈÊÀÍÑÜÊÈÉ ÊËÀÑÈÊ ÒÀ ÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÑÜÊ² ÏÅÐÅÊËÀÄÀ×²



ÏÎÅÒÈ×Í² ÒÂÎÐÈ

ÅÅ



1 2

TAMERLANE

Kind solace in a dying hour!
Such, father, is not (now) my theme —

² will not madly deem that power
Of Earth may shrive me of the sin
Unearthly pride hath revell’d in —
I have no time to dote or dream:

You call it hope — that fire of fire!
It is but agony of desire:
If I can hope — Oh God! I can —

Its fount is holier — more divine —
I would not call thee fool, old man,

But such is not a gift of thine.

Know thou the secret of a spirit
Bow’d from its wild pride into shame.

O yearning heart! I did inherit
Thy withering portion with the fame,

The sering glory which hath shone
Amid the Jewels of my throne,
Halo of Hell! and with a pain
Not Hell shall make me fear again —
O craving heart, for the lost flowers
And sunshine of my summer hours!
The undying voice of that dead time,
With its interminable chime,
Rings, in the spirit of a spell
Upon the emptiness — a knell.

I have not always been as now:
The fever’d diadem on my brow

I claim’d and won usurpingly —
Hath not the same fierce heirdom given

Rome to the C@sar — this to me?
The heritage of a kingly mind,

And a proud spirit which hath striven
Triumphantly with human kind.

POEMS
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ÒÀÌÅÐËÀÍ

Ñîëîäêà â ñìåðòíèé ÷àñ ðîçðàäà!
Í³, îò÷å, ìîâà íå ïðî òå...
×è õòîñü íà ñâ³ò³ ìàº âëàäó
Çä³éíÿòè ³ç ðàìåí ìî¿õ
Ãîðäèí³ íåçåìíî¿ ãð³õ? —
Òà é ÷àñó îáìàëü íà ïóñòå.
Ì³é ñïàëàõ, êàæåø, —  ñïîä³âàííÿ?
À â³í — óñ³õ áàæàíü êîíàííÿ.
ßêáè íàä³ÿ ëèø... î Áîæå...
Ì³é ïàë ñâÿò³øèé, äàëåá³...
Òåáå íåìóäðèì çâàòü íåãîæå,
Òà âñå æ öåé äàð íå ïî òîá³.

Óçíàé æå òàºìíèöþ äóõó,
Ãîðäèíþ, ùî ç³éøëà íà äèì,
Óñþ ìàðíîòó ñëàâè é ñêðóõó
ß ñåðöåì ïåðåæèâ ñâî¿ì.
Â³ä ñÿºâà ìîãî ïðåñòîëó
Âñ³ î÷³ îïóñêàëè äîëó —
Ïåêåëüíèé í³ìá! Àëå ìåí³
Òîðòóðè ïåêëà íå ñòðàøí³...
Âåðíóòè á ñåðöþ ò³ëüêè êâ³ò
² ñîíöÿ ë³òíüîãî çåí³ò!
Áåçñìåðòíèé ãîëîñ òèõ ÷àñ³â
Äçâåíèòü ³ äîñ³, ÿê äçâåí³â,
Â³ùóþ÷è çàãèí ³ òë³í,
Óæå ìîâ ïîõîðîííèé äçâ³í.

Ì³é òðîí í³õòî ìåí³ íå äàâ —
Â³íåöü æàäàíèé çäîáóâàâ
ß êðîâ’þ é êðèâäîþ â áîðí³...
Òà âñå æ ñóç³ð’ÿ äîðó÷èëè
Ðèì — Öåçàðþ, â³íåöü — ìåí³, —
Çäîáóòîê öàðñüêîãî óìà,
² äóõó ãîðäîãî, ³ ñèëè,
ßê³é ñêîðÿºòüñÿ þðìà.
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On mountain soil I first drew life:
The mists of the Taglay have shed
Nightly their dews upon my head,

And, I believe, the winged strife
And tumult of the headlong air
Have nestled in my very hair.

So late from Heaven — that dew — it fell
(’Mid dreams of an unholy night)

Upon me with the touch of Hell,
While the red flashing of the light

From clouds that hung, like banners, o’er,
Appeared to my half-closing eye
The pageantry of monarchy,

And the deep trumpet-thunder’s roar
Came hurriedly upon me, telling

Of human battle, where my voice,
My own voice, silly child! — was swelling

(O! how my spirit would rejoice,
And leap within me at the cry)
The battle-cry of Victory!

The rain came down upon my head
Unshelter’d — and the heavy wind
Rendered me mad and deaf and blind.

It was but man, I thought, who shed
Laurels upon me: and the rush —

The torrent of the chilly air
Gurgled within my ear the crush

Of empires — with the captive’s prayer —
The hum of suitors — and the tone
Of flattery ’round a sovereign’s throne.

My passions, from that hapless hour,
Usurp’d a tyranny which men

Have deem’d, since I have reach’d to power,
My innate nature — be it so:
But, father, there liv’d one who, then,

Then — in my boyhood — when their fire

POEMS


